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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to examine the proportion of 
students in the cohort class of 2001 who completed Arizona high school 
graduation requirements within 4 years. The cohort class of 2001 comprises 
students who entered 9th grade in fall of the 1997-1998 school year, and were 
expected to graduate from 12th grade by the end of the 2000-2001 school year. 
The report also provide information about the number and proportion of 
students who obtained a General Educational Development (GED) certificate, 
dropped out, or remained enrolled for a fifth year of high school. Rates are 
summarized at the state level, by gender and ethnicity, by county, and by 
district and school. The cohort class of 2001 had a membership of 60,367 
students. Of these, 70.8 graduated in 4 years, and 7.7% enrolled in a fifth 
year of high school, so that 72.9% graduated in 5 years. A GED was received 
by 0.6%. More than 76% of the females received high school diplomas, and 
fewer than 70% of the males graduated. There was a wide gap in the graduation 
rates of different ethnic groups, with Hispanic and Native Americans 
graduating at lower rates (60.3% and 64.4% respectively), while White and 
Asian rates were nearly 81% and 85.2 % respectively. An appendix contains a 
high school cross reference with data by school. (SLD) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



TM034447 



Graduation 

Rate 

Study 



/ A/ 



OS 

lo 

Os 

oo 

VO 

Q 

W 



Four and Five Year Graduation Rates for 
The Cohort Class of 2001 



Arizona Public High Schools 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
/ CENTER (ERIC) 

tr This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it. 



□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



• Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 

V . ./ 



Prepared by 

Brian R. Owin, Education Research Associate 

Research & Policy 

Arizona Department of Education 
Anabel Aportela, Director 



r ' " "■ -"n 

PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN GRANTED BY 

L- 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 



Jaime A. Molera 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Arizona Department of Education 




2 



Au^uit ) 



Graduation Rate Study 
Four and Five Year Graduation Rates for 
The Cohort Class of 2001 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 



I. List of Tables 1,1 

II. List of Figures > v 

III. Executive Summary 1 

IV. Introduction 4 

Reporting Period 4 

Definitions 4 

Transfer Documentation 6 



V. Methodology 6 

Limitations to Current Research 7 

Changes in Data Collection 8 

VI. Results and Analysis 8 

Statewide Dropout, GED, Still Enrolled 

and Graduation Rates 9 

Graduation Rate by Gender 9 

Graduation Rate by Race/Ethnicity 1 0 

Graduation Rate by Gender and Race/Ethnicity 10-11 

Graduation Rate by County 11-13 

Graduation Rate by District and School 14 

VII. Appendices 

Appendix A: High School Cross Reference 3 1 




ii 



3 



LIST OF TABLES 



Table 1 : Statewide Dropout, GED, Still Enrolled and 

Graduation Rates for the Cohort Class of 2001 9 

Table 2: Statewide Dropout, GED, Still Enrolled and 

Graduation Rates by Gender for the Cohort Class of 2001 9 

Table 3: Statewide Dropout, GED, Still Enrolled and 

Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity for the Cohort Class of 2001 10 

Table 4: Statewide Dropout, GED, Still Enrolled and Graduation Rates 

by Gender and Race/Ethnicity for the Cohort Class of 2001 1 1 

Table 5: Dropout, GED, Still Enrolled and Graduation Rates by 

County for the Cohort Class of 2001 12 

Table 6: Dropout, GED, Still Enrolled and Graduation Rates by 

District and School for the Cohort Class of 2001 14 




m 



4 



LIST OF FIGURES 



Figure 1 : Cohort Membership by Ethnic Group 2 

Figure 2: Five Year Graduation Rates by Ethnic and Gender 3 

Figure 3: Five Year Graduation Rates for the Cohort 

Class of 2001 by County 13 




iv 



5 



Executive Summary 



High school graduation rates are vital indicators of the success of various school 
improvement programs and of education reform efforts in general. The purpose of this 
study is to examine the proportion of students within the cohort class of 2001 who 
completed Arizona high school graduation requirements within five years. The cohort 
class of 2001 is comprised of students who entered ninth grade in the fall of the 1997- 
1998 school year and graduated from twelfth grade by the end of the 2001-2002 school 
year. 

This report provides information about the number and proportion of students who fell 
into one of the following categories after their fourth year of high school: dropped out 1 , 
status unknown or remained enrolled for a fifth year of high school. It also includes the 
proportion of students that obtained a General Educational Development certificate 
(GED) 2 within five years and a subsequent fifth year graduation rate, which is calculated 
using the number of students who graduated within five years as a proportion of the 
cohort membership. Herein, these rates are summarized at the state level, by gender and 
ethnicity, by county, and by district and school. 

************* 



This report is based on a longitudinal study for which student enrollment and transfer 
activity were tracked over a five year period to determine the proportion of students that 
entered high school in the 1997-1998 school year and graduated within five years (by the 
spring of 2002). This longitudinal method provides information about a particular cohort 
of students as it progresses through high school. 

The cohort class of 2001 had a membership of 60,367 and consisted of five distinct ethnic 
groups. White students made up the largest proportion of the cohort at 56.4% and Asian 
students the smallest, making up 2.2% of the cohort population, (see Figure 1) 

A brief overview of the cohort class of 2001 shows that: 

it had a total membership of 60,367 students 

72.9 % graduated in five years 

70.8% graduated in four years 

7.7% enrolled in a 5 th year of high school and 

0.6% received a GED (high school equivalency certificate) 



1 The dropout rates discussed within this report are four year dropout rates specific to the cohort class of 
2001 . They are not comparable to the annual dropout rates calculated in the Annual Dropout Rate Study. 

2 For this study, those students who left school and earned a GED are not counted as graduates. 
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Figure 1: Cohort Membership by Ethnic Group 

Native African 
American American 




Data presented in this report show a wide gender gap in the five year graduation rates for 
this cohort: more than 76% of the females received high school diplomas, while less than 
70% of the males graduated. 

In addition to gender differences found in this study, there is a wide gap in the graduation 
rates of different ethnic groups. Hispanic and Native American students showed 
consistently low graduation rates, 60.3% and 64.4%, respectively, while White and Asian 
rates were much higher at nearly 81% and 85.2%, respectively. 

Further analysis of graduation rates shows that differences found in gender and ethnic 
groups compound to reveal even larger gender gaps within certain groups. White and 
African American females graduated at a rate that was nearly 6% above that of the males 
in each ethnic group. Hispanic females graduated at a rate nearly 8% above the male 
graduation rate, the largest within ethnic group difference, (see Figure 2) 

The most telling statistic in the current report is the differences between the four and five 
year graduation rates within each ethnic group The largest gender difference within an 
ethnic group is seen in Native American males: 55.7% graduated in four years while over 
61% earned a diploma in five, a difference of 5.3%. Similar increases are seen with 
Hispanic males and Native American females: the fifth year rates increased by 3.6% and 
3.7%, respectively when compared to their four year rates. 

The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) is committed to continued improvement of 
educational indicators by making the most accurate data available to policy makers and 
the public. As the state has moved to a standards based educational system and away 
from a “seat time” approach to graduation, five year graduation rates will continue to be 
used to measure the proportion of students who meet the standards. 
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Figure 2: Five Year Graduation Rates by Ethnic Group and 
Gender 
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